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The Judicial Council of California is pleased to present
the 2001 issue of the Journal of the Center for Families,
Children & the Courts. The Judicial Council and the

California courts have made it a priority to improve delinquency proceedings as part of an
overall effort to improve proceedings involving children and families. 

Though filings and dispositions have fallen in California over the past few years, juvenile
delinquency remains a serious problem. Meanwhile, there is ongoing debate in both

the juvenile justice system and the general
public about the relative values of punitive
and rehabilitative responses to crime. 

The articles in this issue take the discussion
in a somewhat different direction, attempting
to answer the question, What are the appro-

priate responses to a particular offense? For a crime is, at its base, not merely a violation of
the law, but a tragedy—for the victim, for the offender, for their families, and for the com-
munity. After a crime, how can the offender truly take responsibility for his or her act? What
can the community do to prevent future offenses? Attempting to repair the damage of crime,
giving due consideration to its causes and effects, is, in a real way, the true pursuit of justice. 

This edition, Responding to Juvenile Delinquency, focuses on the efforts of courts, court-
connected professionals, and communities to address and prevent juvenile offending and
the conditions that give rise to it. To highlight important issues and promising programs
and approaches, the journal has gathered articles by judicial officers, attorneys, social and
mental health workers, and academic researchers who specialize in juvenile justice. Willie
McCarney, justice of the peace in Belfast, Northern Ireland, presents a comprehensive
overview of the worldwide restorative justice movement, which promotes offenders’
acceptance of responsibility for their crimes and reconciliation among all affected parties.
Dana Royce Baerger, John Lyons, Peter Quigley, and Eugene Griffin report the results of
their research on the mental health profiles of young male and female detainees. They find
significant differences between them and recommend that juvenile justice professionals
recognize these differences when deciding issues of placement, programming, and treatment.

Editor’s Note

Responding to Juvenile Delinquency:

Efforts to address and prevent juvenile offending

and the conditions that give rise to it.

xii



Probation officer Judith Cox and attorney James Bell document an invidious effect of the
punitive approach to delinquency: the disproportionate confinement of youth of color.
After discussing the reasons for the problem, they present a blueprint for reform based on
efforts in Santa Cruz County, California. Tom Leversee and Christy Pearson discuss the
myths and realities associated with sexually abusive youth. Citing empirical research, they
distinguish young abusers from adults and advocate a balanced approach to dealing with
abusive youth. Drawing on a study of 40 years of research, social worker Michael Clark
describes the factors common to successful approaches to rehabilitative youth work and
illustrates their application through the strength-based approach.

The second section of the journal is a forum for addressing important and timely issues
relevant to children and families in the court system that fall outside the focus topic’s 
scope. Here, Madeline Wordes and Raelene Freitag of the National Council on Crime and
Delinquency present a structured model for effective decision making by child protective
agencies. The importance of intervening appropriately cannot be underestimated, both in
terms of protecting children from abuse and neglect and preventing future delinquent
behavior. In a related area, Referee Sherri Sobel and attorney Nancy Shea argue that a
dependent child’s continuing problems are not by themselves valid grounds for denying
family reunification once the problems leading to the original removal have been resolved.
They lay out a framework of legally required services that parents themselves can access for
their child, thereby allowing the child to leave out-of-home placement. 

In the Perspectives section, Howard Snyder of the National Center for Juvenile Justice
provocatively presents a dilemma about the relation of academic research to politics. Finally,
long-time youthful offender Evans Lowry shares his thoughts on the juvenile justice system
and his hopes for the future.

The journal’s goal is to disseminate information and encourage scholarly discussion of
issues concerning children and families in the California court system.
Although focusing on issues of national importance, the journal encourages
a dialogue for improving judicial policy in California. We hope that 
the journal continues to fulfill its mission as a useful information and
research tool and provider of thought-provoking perspectives. We welcome
comments and suggestions for improvement. 

—Audrey Evje
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